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Basic Essay Structure: What Do College Essays Usually Have?

INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH-You'll start out with a hook (an interesting idea, fact, quote, etc.) that will engage your reader's interest. Then, you'll give a few sentences of background information that leads up to a thesis statement. Your very last sentence of your intro paragraph should be your thesis statement/argument. Think of it as a sort of funnel (an upside down triangle) where you start out with broad statements, and then you lead up to a specific argument. Remember, an argument is something where someone could object to your reasoning. Someone could say, "No way. You're wrong."
BODY PARAGRAPHS- Each body paragraph should represent a specific aspect of your thesis that you are trying to prove. The very first sentence should let your reader know what your entire paragraph is going to discuss, and the rest of the sentences should elaborate and build upon the very first sentence. For this essay, you'll want 2-3 body paragraphs.
CONCLUSION- Your conclusion just, in a basic sense, repeats your main ideas and offers any concluding remarks/ideas. My suggested formula for a conclusion is as follows:
1. rephrase thesis statement
2. rephrase topic sentences pf body paragraphs
3. relate it to the bigger picture (convince your reader that what you just said is very important in the grand scheme of things. Sell your paper to your reader.)

